
Javana and Kamma

Javana neans swif t  running. I t  is  so cal led because in the course of  a
t l r .ought-process i t  runs consecut ively for  seven thought-moments hanging
on to an ident ical  object ,  The mental  states occurr ing in al I  these
thought-moments are s in i lar ,but  the potent ia l  force di f fers.

In the case of  death or when the Buddha perforns the Twin-Miracle
(Yanaka Pat ihar iya) only f ive thought-moments ar ise.  In the Supranundane
Javana process Lhe PaLh-Consciouness ar ises only for  one noment.

Thls Javana stage is the most i .nportant f ron an ethical  standpoint .
I t  is  at  th is stage that an act ion is judged whether moral  or  innoral .

Kanma is perforned at  th is stage; i f  v iew r ight ly (yoniso manasikara),

the Javana becomes mora1l  i f  v iewed wrongly (ayoniso nanasikara),  i t

become immoral .  I t  is  at  th is psychological  stage that good or evi l -

is  actual ly done. I r respect ive of  the desirabi l i ty  ot  Lhe undesirabi l i ty
of  the object  presented to the mind, one can make the Javana process
good or bad. I f , for  instance,one neets an enemy, a Lhought of  hatred
wi l l  ar i .se alnost automat ical ly.  A wise and forbear ing person night,

on the contrary,  harbour a thought of  love towards hin.

This is the reason why the Buddha has stated in the Dhammapada (V.165) -

"By sel f  is  evi l  done,
By sel f  is  one def i .1ed,
By sel f  is  no evi l  done,
By sel f  is  one pur i f ied.rr

In the case of  an an Arahant th is Javana is nei ther moral  nor immoral .
But merely funct ional  (k i r iya),  because an Arahant had conpletely
eradicated al l  the def i lernenls.

True indeed that c i rcunstances, habi tual  tendencies,  environment,  etc.  ,
condi t ion our thoughts.  Then the f  reewi l , l  is  subordinated to the
mechanj-st ic course of  events.  There is also the possibi l i ty  to overcone
those external  forces and, exercis ing one t  s '  ovrn f  reewiJ-1,  generate
ei ther good or bad thoughts.  A foreign element may be j -nstrunental ,  but
we ourselves are direct ly resDonsible for  our own act ions.

0f  the normal seven Javana thought-moments,  the f i rst  is  the weakest:
potent ia l ly  as i t  lacks any previous sustaining force. The kanmic
effect  of  th is thought-monent nay operate in th is present.  l i fe i tsel f .

,  I t  is  cal1ed the Dit thadhanmavedaniya kamna. I f  i t  does not operate,
i t  becomes inef fect ive (  ahosi  )
The last  is  the second weakest,because the sustaining power is being
spent.  f ts kammic ef fect  nay operate in the j -mnediately subsequent:
l i fe (Upapaj javedaniya).  l f  l t  does not, i t  a lso becomes inef feCt ive.

The ef fects of  the renaining f ive may operate at  any t ime t i l l  one
attalns Par in ibbana (Aparapar iya-vedaniya).

. (see the diagram on the next page)
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I t  should be understood that moral  and immoral  Javana refer to the
act ive s ide of  l i fe (kammabhava).  They condi t ion the future exi .stence
(upapatt ibhava).  Apart  f ron them there are the Phala and Kir iya
Javanas. In the k i r iya Javanas,which are exper ienced only by Buddha
and Arahants, the respect ive Cetanas lack kamma creat ive power.

According Lo the Vibhavini  Tika Javana occurs between-
( i )  vot thapana (determining) and tadarammana (registrat ion)
( i i )  vot thapana and bhavanga (1i fe-cont inuum)
( i i i )  voLthapana and cut i  (death)
( iv)  manodvaravaj jana (mind-door advert ing) and bhavanga
(v) manodvaravaj jana and cut i

The Seven Javana thought-moments and i t  kannic ef fect .

1.  Javana -)  The f i rst  is  the weakest, lack the previous sustaining
forces. The kamni.c ef fect  may operate in th is present
l i fe, i f  not  i t  become ineffect ive kamma.

2. Javana - ' !
\

J. JaVana - \

4. Javana -)The ef fect  of  the remaining f ive may operate at  any
5. Javana - /  t ime t i11 one at ta ins par in ibbana
6. Javana J

7. Javana )  The second r , reakest,  because the sustaining power being
spenL. The kannic ef fect  may operate in the inmedlately
subsequent l i fe,  i f  not  i t  becone inef fecLj-ve kamma.

Thus with the respect
kinds of  kamma, namely

Lo the t ime of  taklng ef fect , there are four
:-

(1) Immediately Effect ive Kamma (Dit thadhammavedaniya Kamna)
(2) Subsequent ly Effect ive Kamna (Upapaj javedaniya Kamma)
(3) Indef in i te ly Effect ive Kamma ( A p a r  a p a r  j -  y a v e d a n i  y a Karoma)
(4) Inef fect ive or.  Defunct Kamma (Ahosi  Kamma)


